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Put road safety on the map

H

ampshire County Council is
seeking comments on local
walking and cycling issues as part
of a county-wide consultation.
It’s a chance to put forward ideas on
how all road users can live together –
cyclists, pedestrians, motorists, bus
users – rather than just an excuse to
lobby for one group or another.
Better street design can help to save
lives as well as the planet.
Have your say here on an interactive
map.
To illustrate how much need there is
for new thinking, the Government
read, but well worth the effort – not least
recently published this updated paper on to show how far removed our local
Cycle Infrastructure Design. It’s a long
cycleways are from best practice.

Gerald joins the Focus team
rofton’s Lib Dem Focus team was
C
strengthened over the summer with
the recruitment of Gerald Drabble, who

stood as an Independent candidate for
Hill Head in the May local elections.
Gerald impressed the Lib Dem team
during the election with his energy and
his clear commitment to making life
better for Hill Head residents.
It became clear he shares both our
Liberal and Democratic vision, and our
approach of putting people first rather
than party, and he was happy to accept
an invitation to work with Councillor Jim
Forrest and Jimmy Roberts.
Contact the team at
croftonld@gmail.com
If you want to report
a local problem or
issue

Gerald says: “I was proud to offer an
independent voice, but it became clear to
me that effective campaigning needs the
organisation and resources that an
established team can provide.
“The Lib Dems’ long record of fighting
against development in the Strategic Gap
was a perfect match for my own views.”
Gerald’s decision was also welcomed by
2021 Lib Dem candidate David Hamilton,
who is continuing his campaigning closer
to his home in the town centre, working
in Fareham East with Lib Dem councillor
Katrina Trott, and with Jim, Jimmy and
Gerald on Fareham-wide issues.

Cllr
Jim Forrest
Jimmy
Roberts

Gerald
Drabble
David
Hamilton

Trimming the tree budget

F

areham Council is considering
revisions to its tree-planting
programme, which has run at a big
deficit - as much as £250,000 in some
years.
The proposals include:
• Stopping “Good Neighbour” works*
• Concentrating new planting in larger
sites which are easier to maintain
• Transferring low height works which
don’t need ladders or specialised
equipment to Council staff rather than
contractors
• Seeking an increased maintenance
charge from developers where the
Council adopts land containing trees
• Building up volunteer teams
While the Lib Dem group accept the
need to reduce over-spends, we will

monitor the proposals carefully to
ensure they don’t damage the Council’s
policy on fighting the Climate Emergency.
* Good Neighbour works are requests from residents to

prune council-owned trees because of branches overhanging their gardens or blocking light to a property.
The Council would continue to act where trees pose a
threat to people or property.

Listening to Daedalus
olent Airport has recently set up a
and to examine any proposals which
S
Consultative Committee to monitor
might affect local residents.
any concerns about flying issues.
Jim Forrest sits on the Consultative
Most residents are comfortable with
the airfield, which has been in operation
for more than a century.
And the majority of its users abide by
guidelines to avoid unnecessary noisy
flights over residential areas.
But it makes sense to have a forum in
place to keep track of any complaints

Committee as Council representative for
Stubbington residents, and is also a
member of the Council’s own Daedalus
Scrutiny Panel which deals with wider
issues of industry and development on
the airfield.
• The airport’s own newsletter can be
seen here.

If you have received this message
from someone else and would like
to be added to the list for future
editions, please email us at:
croftonld@gmail.com giving your
name, address and email address

Can we keep you updated about
our activities including campaigns,
events, fundraising and details
about how to get involved?
Email Yes Please or No Thanks to
croftonld@gmail.com

The Liberal Democrats will use your contact details to send you information on the topics you
have requested. Any data we gather will be used in accordance with our privacy policy at
libdems.org.uk/privacy.To exercise your legal data rights, email:data.protection@libdems.org.uk

Fighting for our countryside
HA 54 (180 homes at Oakcroft Lane, near
Fareham’s Local Plan was submitted to
the Housing Secretary on September 30). Crofton Cemetery) which would drastically
Lib Dems on the Council voted against the
plan. We believe the Council should have
stuck to the plan they agreed in December
2019 which was based on a lower and more
up-to-date assessment of housing need.
Large stretches of Fareham’s countryside
will be destroyed to meet out-dated and
unrealistic targets.
Below is part of a submission Councillor Jim
Forrest made to the consultation on the plan.
On specific proposals for Stubbington, Jim
argues that the Government inspector who
will rule on the soundness of the plant
should remove Housing Allocations HA55
(1250 homes south of Longfield Avenue) and

reduce the Strategic Gap.
“At present, all residents travelling between
surrounding parts of Fareham, Stubbington,
Hill Head and western Gosport benefit from
a clear sense of separation, as they pass
from one urban landscape, through a stretch
of countryside and into another quite distinct
settlement.
“That sense of separation will be entirely
lost: Allocations HA55 and HA 54 are at odds
with the Local Plan’s aspirations for ‘the
conservation and enhancement of natural
and historic landscapes and assets’. They
should therefore fail the test of soundness.”
See Jim’s full submission on our website at
crofton.focusteam.org.uk

Thanks for the memories

he iconic power station chimney at
Tat 7am
Fawley is scheduled for demolition
on Sunday, October 31.
That promises to be a spectacular
Halloween fireworks display, but

afterwards many of us will miss this
familiar landmark.
Here’s a reminder of one of its moods,
rising like a space rocket from the early
morning mist.

We hope you’ve enjoyed this issue of e-Focus, sent to households in
Stubbington and Hill Head who have agreed to receive emails from us.
Do forward it to anyone else you think may like to read it – if they like it,
they can be added to the list by contacting croftonld@gmail.com
You can leave this list by replying to this email with the single word
“UNSUBSCRIBE”, after which you will not be sent any further emails.

